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For the first time in Ray Kelly’s tenure as police commissioner, 
the homicide rate appears to be going up, although the 
question of whether that’s a significant trend or just a statistical 
hiccup is a matter of contention. Regardless of the reason, 
more New Yorkers have been killed this year than last. Here, 
some of the victims and perpetrators. � eric benson

murder  
on the map

hell’s 
kitchen

46th Street  
near Ninth Avenue

January 21, 1:30 p.m. 
Justin Waller, 30, allegedly 

killed events planner  
John Lea, 41, by 

slashing his neck. 

west village
Christopher Street 

subway station
March 28, 5 a.m.

Two men were stabbed to 
death during an altercation 
on the 2 train after a night 
of partying at Cellar Bar 

in the Bryant Park 
Hotel.

far 
rockaway

Beach 12th Street 
near the boardwalk

March 17, 12:30 a.m.
Three men stabbed 

Mario Alberto Canton 
Quijada, 25, to death 

on the beach.

staten island

city total,  
through 
may 2 149 134

2010 2009

 
flushing 
40th Road  

near Main Street
January 26, 7:30 p.m. 

Qian Wu, 46, was stabbed in her 
Flushing apartment building by a man 
who, years earlier, had unsuccessfully 

tried to obtain a job through the 
employment agency she ran. The alleged 
killer, Huang Chen, 47, lived in the same 

building, whose landlord was  
caught on surveillance tape wiping 

up blood and leaving the 
premises with  

the killer. williamsburg
Broadway near 

Hooper Street
January 2, 3:30 p.m. 

Mauro Lopez, 49, shot an 
unidentified man after a dispute 
over a game of pool in the back 
room of Maria Grocery, a local 
bodega. Lopez left, returned 

with a handgun, and fired 
into the victim’s 

chest.

elm park
St. Josephs Avenue
Likely January 27

Anthony Illidge, 54, was stabbed 
to death after confronting 23-

year-old Jahaad Chesson, who was 
robbing his apartment. The murderer 

hid Illidge’s body in a nearby 
wooded area, evading detection for 

thirteen days. Chesson later told 
reporters that he was “high as 

a motherfucker” at the 
time of the killing.

bed-stuy
Lafayette Avenue near 

Throop Avenue
Discovered March 17,  

8 p.m.
Eddie Rhoades, 40, strangled 

his girlfriend, Wendy Gonzalez, 
31, to death, then slit his 

wrists and hanged himself 
with an electrical 

cord.

midwood 
Avenue J near  

East 12th Street
March 23, 12 p.m.

Julio Iglesias, 19, fired at 
Gavin Torres, also 19, in plain 

view of two cops walking 
their neighborhood beat. 
Torres died of his wounds 

at Kings County 
Hospital.

east new 
york

Schenck Avenue at  
Pitkin Avenue

Discovered March 13, 3 p.m.
Police responded to a call of a 

“suspicious bag” lying in a shopping 
cart on an East New York street 

corner. Inside the bag, they found 
a black male who had died of a 

gunshot wound to the head. 
They have yet to I.D. the 

victim. 

hell’s
kitchen
47th Street  

near Eighth Avenue
January 23, 4 a.m. 

Kenyatta Cotterell, 22, was 
stabbed repeatedly in the chest 
during a dispute between two 

groups near the service 
entrance to the  

China Club.
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kingsbridge
Kingsbridge Terrace

February 27, 1:30 a.m.
Tamisha Spellman, 

32, stabbed her friend 
Magdalena Cordero, 33,  

to death after the pair went 
to Spellman’s  

apartment to smoke  
marijuana.

high bridge
Jerome Avenue at 
East 167th Street
April 16, 9 p.m.

Juandy Paredes, 17, was 
stabbed five times after 
a dispute with alleged 

assailant Hector Bautista, 
18, near Yankee 

Stadium. 
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24
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brooklyn

61


