
No, you 
don’t 

under­
stand:  

I need a 
LOT of 
space. 

How  
about  

Florida?

250 EAST 49TH STREET
THE FACTS: One-bedroom, one-bath postwar condo.  

ASKING PRICE: $1.415 million*. MAINTENANCE: $576 per month.  
AGENT: Carrie Chiang, the Corcoran Group. 

The Life-
Swap-O-Matic 
Special 
economic-
collapse 
edition!
by lane brown

as the economy tumbles 
deeper into recession, 
bailout fever is sweeping 
the nation. So before the 
decreasingly exorbitant 
prices of Manhattan real 
estate shrink to—gasp!— 
a sensible level, it’s natural 
that New Yorkers might 
consider bailing out 
themselves. What could you 
get if you traded in your life 
for something else?  
A bigger home in a city with 
a better economy? A much 
bigger home in a city with  
an even worse outlook?  
Let’s compare your options.

My 
apartment’s 

beautiful, but 
I’ve had it with 

New York.

l

Which is most important to you?

Howdy!

No, 
Thanks.
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even 
Bigger! 

even 
Cheaper!

detroit, michigan  
seven-bedroom, 11,583-square-foot house in 

indian village. $849,900. Agent: Donna Barlow, 
SBSK Sotheby’s International Realty.

189 houses in detroit  
based on the median price of $7,500 for december 

sales in the city. agents: many of them. 

Which 
cultural 

attraction do 
you find most 

enticing?

a vibrant 
arts scene, 

with 
resident 

ballet, 
opera, and 

theater 
companies.

the George 
W. bush 

presidential 
library and 

Museum.

new smyrna beach, florida  
six-bedroom, 6,283-square-foot 

house. $1.198 million.  
Agent: samantha mchugh, coldwell 

banker devonshire realty.

dallas, texas  
five-bedroom, 5,606-square-foot house in 

preston hollow. $1.4 million. Agent: Jini cyr, 
coldwell banker.

Barista

timothy 
geithner’s 

replacement

Country-
Music Star

nashville, tennessee  
five-bedroom, 7,034-square-foot house in 

devonshire manor. $1.35 million.  
Agent: Mary Sue Dietrich, worth properties.

Cheap floor 
space—job 

market  
be damned!

A solid economy, 
a healthy job 
market, and 

stable real-estate 
prices.

houston, texas  
five-bedroom, 5,458-square-foot  

house in Briargrove. $1.42 million.  
Agent: barbara josephson  

at John Daugherty, Realtors.

seattle, washington  
four-bedroom, 7,510-square-foot house with  

views of puget sound. $1.4 million.  
Agents: betsy Q. Terry and jane powers, ewing & clark.

washington, d.c.
four-bedroom, four-story house in cleveland 

park. $1.425 million. Agent: Lili Sheeline,  
long & foster.

Bigger! 
Cheaper!

pepper pike, ohio  
five-bedroom, seven-bath home outside 

cleveland. $1.25 million. Agent: Four Seasons 
Realty Co.
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lstart 
here!

How 
about 
Texas?

Well, now that 
your job in 

finance or media 
has disappeared, 
which new career 
do you envision 

for yourself?

That’s just about the average Manhattan  	                              
home price, according to a Real Estate Board 
of New York report from January.

*


